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A very warm welcome to all residents of Shotteswell
On behalf of the Parish Council, I shall endeavour to give you an overview of the year’s
activities and information that you may find helpful. Les Faulkner Chairman
Highways: Our efforts to prevent the problems with the drains in the village appear to
have paid off. This took many months of negotiations with the Highways Dept and we
are delighted with the results.
The road widening scheme in New Road has been completed and this has resolved the
problems with access for utility services. A little back filling and removal of debris has
been undertaken to complete the project.
The Road sign on the B4100, restricting
access to HGV’s that we campaigned for
appears to have largely eradicated the
problem. Please report to the parish council
if you witness any breach, with the
registration plate of the vehicle and name
of the company.

After completion of the drainage issues the
Highways Dept were kind enough to help
us provide a passing place on the
Mollington entrance to the village.
Trees: Would all landowners whose
property abuts the highway, please check
trees for damage, the very hard winter
and heavy snowfall has taken its toll on
some of our trees and these can present a
problem which may not be spotted for
some time by the Highways Authority.

Warwickshire County Council offers a wood
chipping service for residents which costs £20 per
hour. It may be more cost effective if you don’t have
an hours worth of chipping potential to team up with
another resident and share the costs. The chippings
are left with the resident for mulching for the garden.
Material to be chipped should not exceed 5ins in
diameter. Revised details are available on the notice
board.
You may have noticed some red dots on trees along Back Hill, this is because the trees
are dead and have been marked up ready for removal (when funding allows).

Winter arrangements: We have had two winters
with heavy snowfall, which given the previous
pattern of winters have been somewhat unusual.
We are aware that the newsletter published by the
Tuesday Club featured an article claiming that the
parish council had previously paid a farmer to clear
the snow. This is not the case; the County Council
has always been
responsible for snow
clearance as the
Highways Authority. We
are extremely grateful to
the strong community
spirit that is prevalent in
the village and comes to
the fore in times of
heavy snowfall. Our
thanks to residents who
cleared paths and roads
and looked out for those
in the parish who are
less able. We did suffer
from a temporary blip
with the replenishment of
the winter salt which has been resolved and should not occur again. This blip was due to
restructuring at the county when a newly introduced rota system went awry.
The county do not grit bus routes as was stated, it is a one route in and one out policy to
every village. This was reintroduced after considerable campaigning from this parish
council a few years ago. With the two Turns being gritted then normally the village can
keep moving.

The contribution of the parish council towards tackling
winter conditions has been the provision of the many
salt bins dotted around the village at strategic points.
You may not have noticed just how many we have,
but it is safe to say we have far more than most
villages. Some years ago the County Council decided it
would not deliver salt unless receptacles were
provided; the council was not in
a position to buy these all in one
year as the bins are very expensive. It took a while but, no one
should be too far away from a bin to obtain salt. We opted on
aesthetic grounds for the cast bins rather than the yellow plastic
ones. If you do find that the bins are empty then please notify the
Clerk. We replaced the broken salt bin in Chapel Lane this year. We
are aware that there have been some concerns about parking
along the top of the village in Coronation Lane and First Turn, during periods of snowfall.
We appreciate the difficulties particularly for those residents who need to get to work. It
would be helpful if everyone parked sensibly and just on one side of the road to allow
the snow plough to pass safely. We reiterate that we are extremely grateful to all of
those residents that helped clear the snow and we hope that we can continue to rely on
your support.
Music Festival: I am sure many of you will recall the sleepless
nights we experienced last June with the music festival at
Warmington. This year’s event is set to be even larger with music
playing non stop all weekend. As many will appreciate the further
you are away from the festival probably the more noise nuisance
is experienced due to being left with just the bass beat. The parish
council had very little notice of the licensing application only a
matter of days in fact. A response was sent to SDC and the other
parishes that were affected last year were also contacted so that
they too could voice their concerns. The licensing hearing took place in Stratford and
lasted for four hours. Due to our intervention the music was to be monitored and had to
be turned off at 2pm and finished completely at 6pm on the Sunday. Acoustics tests
were to be undertaken before the event to avoid a nuisance. The licence was granted
only for one year rather that the four years originally applied for. Unfortunately, we have
been informed by the council, that the applicant has not complied and therefore, we are
awaiting further information from Stratford over this.
Bus shelter: Our bus shelter was constructed in the 60’s and is the envy of many
parishes as it has aesthetic appeal. The state of the shelter had been a concern for some
time. As you will see from the photographs many probably had not realised how
deteriorated it had become. There are many users of the shelter, the service bus to
Banbury four school buses per day and of course shelter for the library van users in
inclement weather. It is also a strong navigational landmark for residents!

The roof was completely restored as were most of the timber uprights and wall plates.
New guttering was added and the concrete apron replaced. The completion of this
project means that little if any repairs are anticipated for the next twenty years. Part of
the cost of refurbishment was met by the O2 Grant, held in reserve for this project.
Playing field: In 2005, Luise Gunter a former resident of the parish sadly died. Luise
left a bequest to the parish council for the playing field. In 2010 those funds were
released after a length legal dispute. The latest acquisition to the field is our delightful
tree house made possible by those funds. Knowing Luise as we did we are confident she
would have approved of the choice. Over £3,000 was saved due to the safety surfacing
being sourced and laid by our selves. This was made a little more difficult due to the
heavy frosts!

Library Consultation: The consultation period runs from
March until June and until such times as the consultation
period has finished no guarantees over the service to
Shotteswell can be made. We are aware that this mobile
service is particularly valued and utilised in this parish.
However, it does not necessarily mean that other parishes
use it as much. We therefore recommend if you have not
already written or completed the questionnaire that it is advisable to do so. The Parish
Council has already submitted a response on behalf of the community. Our preference
would be to have monthly rather than three weekly sessions to reduce costs, but for the
time to remain as it is currently. Our concerns for evening or weekend sessions would be
the additional staffing costs involved, and that evening sessions particularly in the winter
months may prove difficult for some residents.
Digital Switchover
Some residents will receive
their signal from the
Oxford transmitter, but this
will largely be dependant
on which way your TV Ariel
faces. Lark Stoke covers
the Stratford area and
Sutton Coalfield most of
the West Midlands. Visit
digitaluk.co.uk/central or
ring 0845 505050 for more
information
Fire Service at Fenny
Compton
We were delighted to hear
that the campaign to save
the Fenny Compton fire
station has been
successful. We nominated the fire station for an award and also Compton Buildings, who
are generous enough to release their staff to man the fire engine. We were thrilled when
they picked up a gold and silver award respectfully under the title of Community Heroes.
Clive Sharples, grandson Richard who is part of the retained crew is pictured here with
the certificate.
As a result of our involvement with the campaign, Cllr Ingram was invited by the Chief
Fire Officer to undertake a training course in home fire safety checks which she passed
to gold standard at Kenilworth Fire Station. We are therefore able to offer this service to
residents. The check ensures that if fire alarms are fitted that they are in the correct
place, advice is given over making your home and family safer etc. We would encourage
all of our residents to take advantage of the check and if it is found that you do not have
sufficient smoke detectors, then you will be provided with free detectors. Sadly most

fatalities occur between 2am and 6am, when people are asleep and their natural
“sensing equipment” is least effective. A smoke detector can sense a fire and sound an
alarm while there is still time to escape safely.

Daffodils
This project has been running for over twenty years and we hope
that the spring display brings pleasure to many residents and
visitors to the parish. This year’s bulbs were planted on the verges
of Middle Lane, Bakehouse Lane, Back Hill and the Mollington Road.
Grass cutting
Warwickshire County Council kindly tided up the bank in Middle
Lane, unfortunately this is
too high for Stratford District
Council to cut due to Health
and Safety, and therefore we
are extremely grateful to the
Highways Dept.

Other than over the Christmas period, bins will be collected
on Wednesdays
CHRISTMAS COLLECTION OF REFUSE WILL TAKE PLACE ON
THURSDAY 29TH DECEMBER
GREY BINS ( Weather permitting!)

Royal Wedding
Each child in the village has been presented with a
commemorative coin to celebrate the marriage of
HRH Prince William to Miss Catherine Middleton.

Village Hall

The Village Hall is an important asset belonging
to the village. Last year owing to the large
repair costs of the kitchen window, the parish
council offered to help towards insurance costs
for the building. The parish council had
renegotiated its own insurance policy and much
of the costs to help the hall were offset against
these savings.
High Speed Rail

The Government consultations and
subsequent changes to the route of
HS2, the proposed new high speed
rail link from London to Birmingham would seem to have settled on a route that does not
adversely affect our village. The proposals show a new line to the east of Cropredy well

outside of our valley and not following the M40 as had been feared. We continue to be
vigilant on this matter as there are no guarantees that the current proposals will not be
amended in the future.
Local MP
Following boundary changes and the General Election
last year our new MP is Jeremy Wright, who
represents Kenilworth & Southam. Jeremy has shown
interest in some of our local issues and we look
forward to his continued support.

Police
There has recently been a spate of garden thefts this information has been passed to
the council to help you protect your property:
“Here are some crime prevention tips to help secure gardens and garden sheds.
•The natural defence provided by a prickly hedge will offer some protection to your
property and help stop intruders.
•Put away all tools and equipment and ensure that all outside sheds and store cupboards
are securely locked when not in use.
•Do not leave items in your garden for example ladders that could be used to gain
access to your home. Bring tools inside if you do not have a garden shed or outbuilding.
•Install outside security lighting which comes on automatically.
•Photograph valuable garden plants or ornaments.
•Mark your property with your postcode or with a property marking system like Smart
Water. This makes stolen property easier to trace, harder to sell on and it can be
positively identified as yours.
•Check that your household insurance policy covers theft from your garden/outbuildings.
•Join your local Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.
•Ensure valuable garden items are securely fixed in the garden to prevent them being
stolen by opportunist thieves.
•If possible always place valuable items out of sight in the rear garden and in all cases
avoid putting them close to the perimeter area of the garden where they are more easily
accessible to thieves.
•Make sure garden furniture and barbeques are securely stored after use, in garden
sheds or garages, if they are mobile.
•Ensure your gate is kept closed and side garden gates are locked from the inside.
•Make sure your fencing or hedges are well maintained to prevent unwanted visitors
entering your garden.”
The Parish Council would like to set up a telephone tree as the best way of quickly
disseminating information in emergencies or for example when there is a problem with
bin collections etc. If you would like to be included please forward your telephone
number to the council.
Defibrillator Training This came to somewhat of a halt with various problems at the
Ambulance training staffing shortages and various volunteers moving or dropping out. If
you think that you would like to take part in future training sessions please send your
contact details to the Clerk. 01295 73020.

