
Draft 

Shotteswell Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 5th February 2019 at 7.30 pm in the 
Village Hall, Shotteswell. 

 
Present were: Cllrs Faulkner (Chair), J Burgess, V Ingram (Clerk), A Omer, M Pearson, 
 J Feilding (SDC)  
 
Apologies:  Cllr Williams (WCC) 

 
Members of the Public: 5  

 
Declaration of Interest: None 

 
Minutes of the previous meeting having been previously circulated were approved and signed 
as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr, Cllr Burgess Seconded by Cllr Pearson. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Highways & Trees: The Clerk had met with the Highways Dept to discuss the ongoing problem 
in Bakehouse Lane, the gullies are to be cleared in both Bakehouse & Chapel Lane which are 
currently blocked. It was agreed to test the water once more to see if the water leak is spring or 
tap water. A small kerbing is to be installed to try and chanel the water into the drain and the 
existing camber of the road/drain is to be looked at.  
 
New Road, had been repaired and the Clerk had followed up the white lining at the junction, 
which had not been done.  Middle Lane & Chapel Lane have been reported and marked up for 
repair, the Clerk is pressing for this work to be done.  
Western Power had almost completed the works to Back Hill, the verges have been repaired as 
far as they can be, but some residents are persisting in driving on the Village Green which is 
causing problems. Some of the daffodils have been replanted, but the council will need to see in 
the Spring if any others have survived. The Clerk has negotiated with Western Power and a 
cheque will be raised the sum of £250. 
Missing horse sign had been reported from Mollington Rd, the Clerk had followed this up 
several times. 
 
Kerbing had been installed outside the Old Chapel to try and avoid the ingress of water. 
The hedges had been trimmed back and as agreed the vegetation for the wildlife left along 
Coronation Lane. 
The extent of the hedge on Second Turn and who it belonged to was raised Cllr Faulkner 
agreed to look at this the following day and report back his findings. 
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Playing Field : Cllr Pearson reported that the works had not been done. It was decided to 
revisit the thatching for the parasols rather than pursue the shelter. The tree house needs to be 
cleaned and possibly repainted. 
 
Dog Fouling: The proposed letter has been delivered around the village, it would appear that 
some of the problem around the footpaths are due to professional dog walkers bringing 
numerous dogs and allowing them off the lead. It has been suggested that an approach be 
made to them too to be more conscientious, but the council would need people to come forward 
with the details on the vans to enable this to be followed up. The MP J Wright had received 
correspondence from a concerned resident raising this same issue. The verge alongside New 
Road leading up the First Turn appears to be the new problem area . It was suggested that 
perhaps signs could be put up on the Footpath near the Sewerage Field advising of the need to 
clear up after dogs, Clerk would follow up this suggestion. 
 
Finance: Paid since last meeting 

Bench £960 Mowing £1,484 

Poppy Wreath £50  

Proposed by Cllr Faulkner, Seconded Cllr Omer 
 
Precept, the Clerk went through the general housekeeping bills and then explained as this year 
could potentially see an election in the village for the parish council, but only if it this were to be 
contested, the costs of  which were likely to be in the region of £1,200 that it would be expedient 
to keep the additional £1,000 in case it was needed.  This was with the proviso that if it is not 
required the following year to reduce the precept back down.  
Precept proposed by Cllr Burgess Seconded by Cllr Pearson that the precept be set at £6,500 
The contract for the grass cutting was awarded and it was noted that this is where the parish 
benefited as our contractor only cuts if necessary, we therefore saved £324 on the previous 
year. 
 
 Footpaths: The additional step on the stile at Laurel Farm had been installed. A letter had 
been received from the owners of Laurel Farm requesting that people stick to the agreed 
permissive path. It had been noted that some villagers were climbing the fencing by New Road 
rather than using the gates, which is causing damage. Cllr Omer reported that this is where she 
had been told the path was to be rerouted. Concern was also expressed over the installation of 
the kissing gate which is not stock proof and that the other two kissing gates had not yet been 
installed. Mr Hall had contacted the Chairman over this and the concern was that the permissive 
path could be lost. 
 
Horton Hospital, Second meeting of the Super HOSC had taken place, this was just an 
evidence exercise so little to report. SDC were pursuing the lack of representation. 
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Cllr Faulkner explained that a complaint had been lodged against him but that this had been 
reviewed by the Monitoring Officer and had been resolved to be without foundation. 
 
Centenary Event had taken place and was very well attended with over one hundred of the 
village residents in attendance. Grateful thanks was expressed to the community for their 
overwhelming support. Special thanks to all that had attended the fundraising event and helped 
prepare the food for the evening and for the donations towards the bench. The Village Hall 
received the proceeds from the bar and this raised £220 for hall funds. Thanks were recorded 
for the bell ringers for their part in the days events, it was very moving as we stood in the field 
watching the beacon and listening to the final peal of bells. The council were very grateful to the 
Armed Forces Covenant for their donation of the silhouettes   “there but not there”, it was noted 
that it was nice to think that our church had something special to mark the occasion in such a 
moving way and to know we were in good company, as the MP Victoria Prentis posted a similar 
picture on Instagram of those in the halls of Westminster. Many people have commented on 
how splendid they were. The total raised towards the bench was £646.50 
 
New Road, process on going nothing further to report. The ground remains in the ownership of 
Orbit. 
 
WCC Cllr Williams expressed his thanks for the good wishes extended by the council over his 
recent illness. 
The mild weather at the end of the year meant that the gritting teams were able to enjoy their 
Christmas at home. However, the recent spell of very cold weather has meant that the 
Highways team had now been fully utilised ensuring that the roads have been kept clear and the 
stock of grit salt is sufficient to meet any future demand. The recruitment of senior staff was in 
the process of being implemented and posts are slowly being filled. The long-awaited report on 
the County’s Fire & Rescue service has at last been released and generally our Fire Service 
meets all required standards although there is room for improvement in some areas  The 
Budget will be set on 7th February 2019. It is proposed that this year a 5% Council Tax rise 
which includes an additional 2% for the main pressures on the council of Adult Social Services 
and Children in Care.  
HS2 - Road closures will continue around the proposed route for the first part of 2019. Kineton 
School and Stagecoach are liaising over School bus disruption. To date WCC is paying for extra 
buses when needed. Under the terms of the Hybrid Bill, HS2 and the contractors are 
responsible for keeping us all informed of their plans and they will continue to hold drop-in and 
information meetings during this period. 
Buses – Stagecoach’s revised timetable has been published and although it does not suit 
everyone at least the village has a service. 
Highways -Major works as well as HS2 around our district, particularly on the A423, will create 
major disruptions over the next few weeks. A programme for utilising the extra government 
money for pothole repairs is being prepared.  
 



Draft 

SDC: Cllr Feilding reported that as a comparison for an average Band D property the 
breakdown would be WCC £1,288.89, Police £203.98 & SDC £203.98. A poll had been taken 
on increasing the police element of the precept and the Police Commissioner would be 
attending SDC to give an overview. The Housing Company Option Working Group had been 
re-established. Some of Elizabeth House was to be rented out to utilise the empty space and 
bring in additional revenue. A compulsory purchase order had been made and was in progress 
for Wellesbourne Airfield, this was in part to keep good connectivity with transport in view of the 
research being conducted for driverless cars at the Research Station. 300 homes are proposed 
for the Long Marston Airfield. Concern was expressed that the carriageways were not always 
adequate to accommodate the additional traffic generated from this new build and that the 
proposed new bridge had raised additional problems. The new Leader had said that he wished 
to see the District to continue to prosper and his desire was for a well run council which was 
both efficient and effective with a “can do” ethic. The Leader wanted to ensure that the district 
continues to punch above its weight in terms of regional influence and seeks to proactively 
encourage inward investment. 
 
The meeting was then closed 
 
 
 
Next meeting provisionally arranged for 10th April. 


